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DETAILED ACTION 
Remarks 

1 . This Office action is responsive to the Request for Continued Examination (RCE) 
filed under 37 CFR §1 .53(d) for the instant application on 1/15/09 . Applicants have 
properly set forth the RCE, which has been entered into the application, and an 
examination on the merits follows herewith. 

Claims 1-4, 6, and 33 have been examined and rejected. This Office action is 
responsive to the amendment filed on 1/15/09, which has been entered in the above 
identified application. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

2. 35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

3. Claims 1-4, 6, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed 
invention is directed to non-statutory subject matter. Regarding claims 1-4, 6, and 33, 
the claims are rejected for failing to fall within a statutory category of invention. The 
claims are directed to a graphical user interface which is a produced computer program. 
Thus, the claims are directed to the program itself, not a process occurring as a result of 
executing the program, a machine programmed to operate in accordance with the 
program, nor a manufacture structurally and functionally interconnected with the 
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program in a manner which enables the program to act as a computer component and 
realize its functionality. It's also clearly not directed to a composition of matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

5. Claim 1-4, 6, and 33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Bolnick et al (U.S. Patent No. 5,838,317). 

Claims 1-4, 6, 33 (Graphical User Interface) 

5-1 . Regarding claim 1 , Bolnick teaches the claim comprising a first graphical user 
interface area for containing a first list of items to be sorted, by disclosing a display 
management system and method for arranging repositionable graphical representations 
corresponding to a set of computer resources [column 2, lines 20-24]. Graphical 
representations are arranged within frames, which is an area having boundaries for 
arranging contents [column 6, lines 29-38]. Thus, one of the frames, such as a desktop 
frame, contains items to be sorted by a user. 

Bolnick teaches a second graphical user interface area for containing a second 
list of participants, by disclosing a dialogue box containing a list of previously saved, 
modifiable layouts [column 17, lines 8-11]. 
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Bolnick teaches a third graphical user interface area for containing a plurality of 
third lists of items, the third graphical user interface area comprising a first sorting area 
for sorting the items in the first list of items, wherein each of the plurality of third lists of 
items comprises at least one item selected and removed from the first list of items by a 
participant in the second list of participants, and wherein each participant in the second 
list of participants has a corresponding plurality of third lists of items, wherein the third 
graphical user interface area displays the plurality of third lists of items that corresponds 
to a selected one of the participants in the second list of participants, by disclosing that 
a previously saved layout may be opened and edited [column 17, lines 6-11]. Icon 
frames located above the desktop contain icons of items that are sorted [column 9, line 
35 to column 10, line 20]. Items are added to the frame by drag and drop [column 12, 
lines 55-57]. When a valid drop as occurred, the item is removed and added to the 
proper frame [column 30, lines 15-47]. Thus, for a selected layout, items residing in one 
frame such as the desktop frame may be added to various other frames to be sorted. 

5-2. Regarding claim 2, Bolnick teaches the claim with respect to claim 1 , further 
comprising a fourth graphical user interface area, the fourth graphical interface area 
comprising a second sorting area for creating a plurality of groups of third lists of items 
from the plurality of third lists of items and sorting the plurality of groups of third lists of 
items at a group level, by disclosing that while in a frame, items may be arranged by 
both grouping and sorting properties [column 9, line 35 to column 10, line 20]. 
Additionally, a minimized window frame allows for the arrangement of minimized 
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windows, [column 6, lines 48-61]. These minimized windows may contain items that 
have been sorted by the user. The user can also save each layout created to a directory 
[column 17, lines 12-20]. 

5-3. Regarding claim 3, Bolnick teaches the claim with respect to claim 1 , wherein the 
corresponding plurality of third lists of items are displayed in an array of graphical user 
interface areas within the third graphical interface area, by disclosing that the items are 
organized as an array of records [column 7, lines 62-67; column 15, lines 56-67]. 

5-4. Regarding claim 4, Bolnick teaches the claim with respect to claim 1 , wherein the 
selected one of the plurality of participants is selected by highlighting a participant in the 
second list in the second graphical user interface area, by disclosing selecting a layout 
for editing [column 17, lines 8-11]. 

5-5. Regarding claim 6, Bolnick teaches the claim with respect to claim 1 , wherein the 
third graphical user interface area allows entry, display of, and direct manipulation of the 
items in the plurality of lists, by disclosing that items are added to frames by drag and 
drop [column 12, lines 55-57]. 

5-6. Regarding claim 33, Bolnick teaches the claim with respect to claim 1 , wherein 
selecting and removing at least one item from the first list of items by the participant in 
the second list of participants is performed by dragging the item from the first list of 
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items to a one of the plurality of third lists, by disclosing that items are added to frames 
by drag and drop [column 12, lines 55-57]. 

Response to Arguments 

6. The Examiner acknowledges the Applicant's amendments to claim 2, the 
cancellation of claim 5, and the addition of claim 33. Regarding independent claim 1, the 
Applicant alleges that Mayaud (U.S. Patent No. 7,072,840 B1), as described in the 
previous Office action, does not explicitly teach, "wherein each of the plurality of third 
lists of items comprises at least one item selected and removed from the first list of 
items by a participant in the second list of participants." Examiner has rejected 
independent claim 1 under 35 U.S.C § 102(b) as being unpatentable over Bolnick et al 
(U.S. Patent No. 5,838,317). Applicant's arguments with respect to claim 1 has been 
considered but are moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Applicant states that dependent claims 2-4, 6, and 33 recite all the limitations of 
the independent claims, and thus, are allowable in view of the remarks set forth 
regarding independent claim 1 . However, as discussed above, Bolnick is considered to 
teach claim 1, and consequently, claims 2-4, 6, and 33 are rejected. 

Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record on attached form PTO-892 and not relied upon is 
considered pertinent to applicant's disclosure. Applicant is required under 37 C.F.R § 
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1 1 1(c) to consider these references fully when responding to this action. The 
documents cited therein teach similar systems for data entry of cluster analysis. 

8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to ALVIN H. TAN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
8595 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:00-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kieu Vu can be reached on 571-272-4057. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Alvin H Tan/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2173 



